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It is the fashion nowadays to denounce the Banya, but the denunciation is a little overdone. In the absence of co-operative or village banks, the Banya, as a money - lender, is an absolute economic necessity, apart from his position as shopkeeper and trader. He finances the crops, and there is no other agency to do so on a large scale. Grain for foreign export is often financed by the large export houses in the presidency towns, but the internal trade cannot yet spare the Banya. The experiment of people's banks is being tried on a small scale, but it can only be successful when the ideas underlying the movement have taken firm hold of the people's minds. The Government Takavi system has not been hitherto as popular with the villagers as could have been wished, because of certain drawbacks, which have been recently considered by the Government of India. Government has issued orders for revising the system and working it efficiently, but some defects are inherent in the system, and in any case Government cannot possibly provide the vast amount of capital that would be required to finance the agriculture of the whole country.
The village artisans comprise the blacksmith, the carpenter, the goldsmith, the potter, the weaver, the washerman, and the sweeper. The oilman has almost been squeezed out of existence by the cheap and nasty mineral oil known as Kerosine, which comes from Baku,